
	 	

	

 
 

Exhibition of New Work by Donald Moffett  
Signals Change in Direction 

 
Donald Moffett: any fallow field  

On View September 8 through October 15, 2016 
	
New York, NY—August 16, 2016—Marianne Boesky Gallery is pleased to present Donald Moffett: any fallow 
field, the artist’s sixth solo exhibition with the gallery. The exhibition will feature new work that examines nature 
and human disregard, broadening Moffett's ongoing engagement with the body politic. any fallow field is the first 
show dedicated to a single artist to be presented in the gallery’s recently expanded Chelsea location, across both 
507 and 509 West 24th Street. The exhibition will be on view from September 8 – October 15, 2016.  
 
In his last exhibition with the gallery, in 2012, Moffett sought to inject “texture and weight” in the dialogue of our 
increasingly digitized lives. Deepening the interrogation in any fallow field, Moffett reverts to the primal 
source—nature.  “With the tightening noose of social media, and the retinal-screen more generally, my empathies 
and intellectual inquiries are now with nature. Is there a way to look beyond the neurotic human hive—with its 
infinite self-interest and love of violence—to see again something that is far more interesting? With this work, I 
will look the other way and remind myself of what is there,” says Moffett of the exhibition.   
 
any fallow field includes Moffett’s latest extruded paintings, contemplating the natural world. With these 
signature works, the artist coaxes his oil paint into individual tendrils that are perpendicular to the canvas yet 
seem to undulate on the surface. These paintings are counterbalanced by a new series of resin works, whose 
glossy and translucent faces hint at their depth. While the structural form remains consistent within both bodies of 
work, with their milled holes and cutouts resembling buckshot or flowers, the surfaces are unambiguously 
inversed.  
 
In their simplest form, the resin works are a study of material—its viscosity and opacity as it clings to the 
contours of the cutouts and frame. At their most complex, Moffett fuses the resin atop photographs that he took 
over the last year—the images suspended and abstracted within it. Born and raised in Texas, Moffett shares an 
instinctive kinship with the taciturn environs of his childhood, capturing in photographs barren landscapes, 
wildflowers, roadsides and fields littered with the remainders of human intervention. 
 
The distinctions between abstraction and representation are blurred throughout the artist’s oeuvre with his 
employment of the canvas as a surrogate for the body, and in these new works, by his obliteration of the image 
through perforation and obscuration. This penetration of the painting as object has long concerned Moffett in his 
frustration with and desire to overcome the limits of the “wall,” compelling him not only to pierce the picture 
plane but also expand its spatial boundaries.  
 
As such, the paintings in the exhibition will be presented with both standoffs, hovering in front of the wall, and 
within freestanding contraptions, further challenging the viewers’ acceptance of painting’s two-dimensionality. 
Moffett says, “The painted surface is still a challenging space for exploration and a search for meaning.” 
 
About Donald Moffett 
Donald Moffett (B. San Antonio, Texas, 1955) currently lives and works in New York City. He has had solo 
exhibitions across the United States at Lora Reynolds Gallery, Austin, TX (2016 & 2014); The Blanton Museum 
of Art, Austin, TX (2015); the Columbus College of Art and Design, Columbus, OH (2012); Anthony Meier Fine  
 
 
 



	 	

	

 
 
 
Art, San Francisco, CA (2011); and the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston, Houston, TX (2011), which 
travelled to the Tang Museum at Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs, NY and The Andy Warhol Museum, 
Pittsburgh, PA, among others. Moffett has also been included in such major group shows as Greater New York 
(2015) at MoMA PS1, New York, NY; America is Hard to See (2015) at the Whitney Museum of American Art, 
New York, NY; and ICA Collection: Expanding the Field of Painting (2013) at the Institute of Contemporary Art 
Boston, Boston, MA, among many others. His work is in several permanent institutional collections such as the 
Blanton Museum of Art, Austin, TX; the Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, CA; The Menil Collection, Houston, 
TX; Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, NY; Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, MA; Museum of Modern Art, 
New York, NY; and the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York.  
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For more information regarding Donald Moffett, please contact Gallery Partner, Serra Pradhan at 
serra@boeskygallery.com or 212.680.9889. For press inquiries, please contact Alina Sumajin, PAVE 
Communications & Consulting at alina@paveconsult.com or 646.369.2050.	

 


